The Medical Colleges in Nepal are at present largely dependent on India for supply of faculties in both clinical and non-clinical subjects. The shortage is more acutely felt in nonclinical subjects, even in medical colleges within Kathmandu Valley. Postgraduate students of our own universities have now started to fill vacancies at our institutes from a junior level. It should still be acknowledged that it will take at least another ten years before Nepal becomes self-sufficient in its supply of internally-educated postgraduate specialist doctors, and medical colleges should not become complacent.
It is important to keep an eye on the quality of education to ensure that the products of our medical colleges are of the highest standard. Universities and the Nepal Medical Council must keep a constant vigil to ensure that at least the minimum standards of postgraduate medical education in Nepal are upheld.
It is worth noting however, that the medical fraternity of Nepal should be proud that even whilst the country was plagued by insurgency over the last decade; and even whilst the overall development of the country was pushed back wards; medical education including postgraduate education continues to be unaffected and grows swiftly. Its benefits can be seen by all, none more so than the Nepalese people; who are provided health services at their door steps by medical college hospitals and their outreach clinics. Its effects have not only attracted Nepalese doctors for postgraduate education in our own country without much of a wait, but also doctors from India, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Bhutan, Cambodia and other countries who are benefitting and will continue to benefit from our graduate and postgraduate programmes.
